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BOMB THREAT during first day of jury selection

Hiawassee, ga, June 18, 2008:  During the first day of jury selection, the Towns County, GA courthouse had to be evacuated due to a bomb threat.

At approximately 12:30pm on Monday, June 16, 2008, Towns County Sheriff Chris Clinton was notified that Towns County Commissioner’s office personnel had found a threatening letter.

A suspect was identified and picked up by deputies within approximately 30 minutes.  The suspect confessed to delivering the letter and was transported to Chatuge Regional ER for a mental evaluation.

The Sheriff’s Office made arrangements with a local church in which the court could continue jury selection.  Jurors, the judge, the defense, the prosecution and the court reporter were transported to the church.

Sheriff Clinton requested Dawson County Sheriff’s Office’s bomb-sniffing dog to search the courthouse.  Towns County Sheriff’s deputies were assisted by Towns County EMS, Fire Department and Hiawassee Police Department in setting a perimeter around the courthouse until the courthouse could be cleared.

No bomb was found and normal courthouse operations resumed at approximately 4:30pm the same day.
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