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juveniles’ two-day Crime spree comes to swift end

HIAWASSEE, GA:  Two, male juveniles from Clay County, North Carolina went on a mini-crime spree, which ended in their arrests for several felonies and more drug arrests.

On Monday, April 21, 2008 at approximately 1:30pm, a Hiawassee man was fishing along Lake Chatuge when the juveniles stole his Ford Explorer and drove away.  The owner said the brazen young men actually blew the horn at him as they drove away.  

The Sheriff’s Office was notified and, approximately two hours later, the vehicle was discovered parked just inside Clay County, North Carolina at a campground off highway 75.  

The campground owner stated the two had pulled in and told him they were having engine trouble and asked if they could leave the vehicle overnight.  The campground owner said the two then removed the tag from the vehicle, put it inside the vehicle, and walked off across a field.  

Working with Clay County Sheriff’s Office, Towns County deputies began a search for the two.  Towns County K-9 handler, Deputy Brian Wilson, and K-9, Rocky, for the first time since receiving their tracking certification, followed the scent of the two juveniles through the field, across the highway and through the woods where the trail ended at an empty parking area, where it is believed the two received a ride. 

Along the trail however, Rocky picked up several items that helped build the case, including the car keys from the stolen vehicle, the victim’s cell phone, some articles of clothing and both their wallets, complete with the identification of two Clay County juveniles already suspected by Clay County in earlier thefts the same day.

Sheriff Chris Clinton was notified of the location of the stolen vehicle and he, along with Captain Mark Henderson and Detective Mike Davis, met with Clay County Investigator Skip Mulkey at the scene.  Detective Davis and Captain Henderson processed the vehicle for evidence.  Fingerprints were collected, along with other items left by the thieves.  Statements were taken from witnesses, including the victim of another Clay County theft.  

Because of the ages of the perpetrators, the charges were made through the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice who planned to work with North Carolina officials on the pick up of the two juveniles.

On Tuesday, however, Towns County received information of a possible stolen camper and, through the course of that investigation, obtained information that the same two juveniles might have been planning to be in the area that day.  Deputies remained in the area and at approximately 9:30pm made contact with the juveniles in yet another stolen vehicle, this one stolen from Clay County, North Carolina earlier on Tuesday.   

Deputy Mark Marshall and Sergeant Brandon Hogsed initiated a traffic stop.  The vehicle initially stopped and, when officers approached, sped away, fleeing up the same road in which the stolen camper had been located.  The vehicle stalled on a steep climb and the driver put the vehicle into reverse, attempting to ram Sergeant Hogsed’s patrol unit.  The truck became stuck in a drainage ditch.  In an attempt to dislodge the truck, damage was caused to the patrol car from large rocks that were thrown by the truck’s tires, but the pursuit was over and deputies quickly removed the two from the vehicle.  

In a follow up investigation Sheriff Chris Clinton and Detective Mike Davis interviewed subjects at a residence on Kimsey Cove Road.  Drug Task Force agents assisted and ultimately arrested three subjects for possession of drugs and one for distribution of drugs.
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