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nARCOTICS RING BUSTED IN TOWNS COUNTY

Over the past two weeks, Towns County Sheriff’s Office has been working a Schedule II narcotics case.  During the first week, the sheriff personally led deputies and drug task force agents for over 108 hours.  They served seven search warrants and several arrest warrants.  

The following was seized: a little over $6500 in cash, a huge stockpile of Schedule II narcotics, primarily methadone and roxycodone; 12 firearms; a 1995 model Ford F-350, valued at $5,700; a 1998 Chevrolet 1500 pickup; a 2003 31’ Gulf Stream Conquest camper trailer, valued at $20,350, as well as recovering computers and televisions that had been reported Circuit World to have burned in a recent house fire inside the city limits.  These items have been seized, as evidence shows that they were purchased from the proceeds of the sale and distribution of controlled substances.  As well, these items were used to distribute those controlled substances.

So far, the following have been arrested:

Larry Miles Wheeler, charged with two counts of distribution of schedule II narcotics, possession of a firearm by a convicted felon, and possession of a firearm during the commission of a crime; Sharan Stewart Wheeler, charged with Possession of a firearm during the commission of a crime, two counts of distribution of schedule II narcotics and two counts of possession with intent to distribute schedule II narcotics; Theresa Mae Wheeler, charged with distribution of Schedule II narcotics; Terry Michael Wheeler, charged with Cruelty to Children in the Second Degree, Possession of a controlled substance with intent to distribute and distribution of a controlled substance; Misty Lynn Wheeler, charged with Possession of a controlled substance with intent to distribute, distribution of a controlled substance, Cruelty to children in the second degree; Andrew Clyde Hottum, charged with possession of Schedule II narcotics,  distribution of Schedule II Narcotics and possession of untaxed alcohol; James Richard Hottum, charged with Distribution of Schedule II narcotics, Possession of Methadone not in original container and possession of untaxed alcohol; Cody Michael Crane, charged with, Purchase of a Schedule II Narcotics; Robin Hottum, charged with possession of untaxed alcohol, possession of schedule II drugs and DUI Drugs; and Benny Kendall, charged with purchasing Schedule II drugs, passions of Schedule II drugs.

The investigation is far from over.  Schedule II drugs are considered dangerous drugs under Georgia law and I will do all that I can to keep these drugs off the street and away from our children.

I would like to thank DNR Ranger David Webb, Appalachian Drug Task Force agents, Zell Miller Mountain Parkway Drug Task Force agents (from the Appalachian Circuit, covering Fannin, Gilmer and Pickens Counties) Towns County Sheriff’s Deputies, the Department of Family and Children Services and Hiawassee Police Department for all their help in this case. 

Particular thanks to David Webb, one task force agent (who obviously can’t be named), and Detective Mike Davis for the tremendous efforts put forth.  Also, to DFACS and Police Chief Jimmy Wright for sharing a lot of historical information involving this case.
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