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Traffic Stop brings theft ring to a hault

Hiawassee, ga, may 14, 2008:  At approximately 2:00am, Deputy Mark Marshall stopped a suspicious vehicle in the area of Moody Hollow, and ended up solving numerous thefts in Towns, Union and Clay Counties.  

When the vehicle was found to be full of stolen items, Detective Mike Davis and Deputy Brian Wilson were called to the scene.  Sheriff Clinton also assisted in the investigation.  

The two are currently charged with numerous thefts in Towns County and are expected to be charged with many more in Union County, GA and Clay County, NC.

The two were identified as Craig Henderson and Burt Carter, both of Young Harris, Georgia.  Currently, Craig Henderson is charged with 35 counts of theft by taking, 22 counts of burglary, 22 counts of criminal trespass and possession of methamphetamine.  Burt Carter is currently charged with 35 counts of theft by taking, 19 counts of burglary and 19 counts of criminal trespass.  Twenty or more additional charges are expected on the two in Towns County.  

Sheriff Clinton said, “I would like to commend Deputy Marshall as well as Detective Davis and Deputy Wilson for the fine work that has been done in this case.”  

Many of the victims had not reported the thefts so far.  Most were vacation homes and new construction homes.  One man told the Sheriff that he had not reported his theft because his home was so far out that he didn’t think the suspects would ever be caught.  He expressed that he was pleased that they were caught.

In an unrelated case, Chris Beaver was charged with one count of burglary, possession of Methadone and possession of marijuana less than an ounce.

In another unrelated traffic stop, Melvin Masters of Hiawassee and Lindsey Vaughan of Mineral Bluff were charged with possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute.
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