TOWNS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
Page 2

	Towns County
Sheriff’s Office
	4070 Hwy 339

Young Harris, GA  30582

Phone (706) 896-4444

Fax (706) 896-3349

www.townscountysheriffsoffice.com


Press Release


	Contact: Sheriff Chris Clinton

Phone: (706) 896-4444
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 19, 2008


four inmates attempt riot at towns county detention center

Hiawassee, ga, may 19, 2008:  At approximately 5:30pm, four inmates tried their hands at a riot at the Towns County Detention Center.  The same inmates apparently caused a commotion earlier in the day.  This time, they got out of hand.    

The inmates, identified as Chris Wiggins, B.J. Sutton, Jose Herrera and Brian Mikulan, apparently decided to start a “riot” and take control of the medium-security pod. 

Several ceiling tiles were broken, as well as a light fixture in one of the cells.  The main damage was to the emergency sprinkler system.  The inmates broke off a sprinkler head, which quickly flooded the pod.  They then tied a sheet to a table and the other end to the door handle in what appeared to be a futile attempt to keep officers from entering the pod.  

Captain Williams heard Officer Milleman, who was working the tower, report the commotion and requested Sheriff Clinton and Detective Mike Davis to assist.  Sheriff Clinton assessed the situation; no one appeared to be injured and there was no damage being done at the time.  The water to the pods was shut off, stopping the flow.  

Sheriff Clinton had EMS on standby as a precaution.  Once everyone was in place, the Sheriff, deputies and detention officers went in and secured the four troublemakers.  The incident was resolved without injury and the four were moved to isolation cells in the jail.  EMS personnel checked the inmates and stated there was no need for transportation.  

Within a few hours, the sprinkler system was repaired by maintenance personnel and was re-checked the following day by the company who installed the system.  The four will be charged with inciting a riot in a jail, and criminal interference with government property.  Three of the four are on felony probation and will likely have their probation revoked, as well.  In addition, Sheriff Clinton will ask that the court sentence the inmates to pay restitution.
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