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“This truck was seized in a drug bust”

Hiawassee, ga, November 3, 2008:  On March 16, 2008, this truck was seized from a drug dealer, while law enforcement agencies, along with Towns County Sheriff Chris Clinton, worked drug interdiction on the roadways of Hiawassee, GA.  Clinton had been working on training his officers in the area of drug interdiction and drug investigations.  

The driver of the vehicle, using the name Carlos Mojica Hernandez, was charged with Driving While Unlicensed, Felony Possession of Marijuana, Possession of Marijuana with Intent to Distribute, trafficking cocaine, Possession of Cocaine and Possession of Cocaine with intent to Distribute.  The passenger, using the name Adin Mende-Garcia, was charged with Felony Possession of Marijuana, Possession of Marijuana with Intent to Distribute, trafficking cocaine, Possession of Cocaine and Possession of Cocaine with Intent to Distribute.  Both men continue to be held at the Towns County Detention Center.  Their fingerprints have been run through AFIS and INS has requested notification of their release dates.  

Due to the severity of the crime and since the truck had no liens, Detective Mike Davis of the Towns County Sheriff’s Office filed seizure on the truck.  Approximately one month ago, the state awarded the truck to the Towns County Sheriff’s Office.  When asked what the sheriff’s office plans to use the truck for, Sheriff Clinton stated, “In the summer, we’ll use it to pull the boat.”  Last summer, Towns County Sheriff’s Office repaired the sheriff’s office boat and used it to patrol on Lake Chatuge.  Several Towns County deputies have taken a marine patrol class taught by an auxiliary of the US Coast Guard.  

In the March 16th press release regarding the arrest of the two men, Sheriff Clinton commented,  “I welcomed them to Towns County and told them that next time they visited, to have a tag on their car and leave their dope at home.”  During his 2008 campaign, he promised the people of Towns County an honest war on drugs and said that they were “just getting warmed up” on this case.  

“If you intend to traffic cocaine or other illegal drugs, Towns County is not the place you want to do it.”
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